Research park director reports to council

B McKnight offers

update on Innovation
ampus

By Jiw Fier
Tha Broakirgs Ragister

Teresa McEnight, director of the
Irmowvation Campus at South Dakota State

Uniwerzity, met with Brookings city coun-
cilors on Tuesday to give (vem an update
on the research park.

DicEmight previously was director of
the research park ab Ttah State Univearsity
and began her work in Brookings last
Diecamber.

The research park, which officials zay
will eventaally growr o occupy 125 acres,
gvolved from the efforts of the SDSU
Growth Parinership, made up of individ-

uals from SDST, the City of Brookings.
Brookimgs County, the SD5U Foundation
and private busineszes.

McEnight said that since takdng ower
her post from woluntesr Bob Miller, she's
een studying the camprus’ master plan

Cime of her first changes was to redraw
the map of the campus. Her goal was to
maximize the amount of monsy the
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resgarch park could bring in
by elimimating green space.

"So0 we redrew the map
and we <an actually bring in
28 buildingz= into the area
rather than 1%, which helps
us maximize the revenume that
we need te bring in %o the
campus,” McEnight said.

Two buildings. a business
incubator and a seed technol-
ogy lab, will be the first to go
up at the park.

Architectural design of the
30.000-square-foot incubator
iz niow under way. The multi-
tenant buillding will be
owned by the Growth
Partnerzhip and iz to includs
a rotunda that can accomma-
date commumity funsions af

up te 123 people.

Officials are =till working
on fmnding the 70.000-
square-foot seed technology
building. to be owned by the
state.

The best ztep for the
researzh patk now would be
to get as much infrastrocture
in as possible.

MecEmnight said the
Innovation Campus has three
anchor tenants right mow, but
the only way to keep them is
to get the park’s roads, carb
amd gutter, sidewalks.
drainage, sewsr andgd water
installed guickly.

Ideally. all imfrasfructure
should be in first throughout
the whole campus, at an e<h-
mated cost of $5 million to
thie Innowatiom Campu:z.

Eevenus could come by cre-
ating a TIF (Tax Increment
Financing) district.

"We need to get the infra-
structure in as guick as possi-
ble o that we'te not lozing
busimesses.

"Sure, it's guing o be ben-
eficial to the Innovation
Campus. But it's more bene-
ficial to the Cify of Brooking=
and Brookings County
because of the job stimula-
tion that will be created out
of thess companies coming
into the research park, the
zalaries that will be gemerat-
ed omt of there. the number
of bodies that will be moving
imto Brookings, 5.0 ., the chil-
dren that will brought info
the =chool system, and from
thare it just ripplas.’



