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M Research %15_11‘1(5: partnership brings

promise of "high-tech in}bs, tremen-

dous economic irnpac !

“Tt il Bake tinee. It's wot sometiimg that s going fo hgppen overmight.
Awid it wsually taices ahout fie to 10 years to get 8 substarthal amownt of
business parbeers o come fefo the research parkc. ™

That's what Teresa McEnight, CEQ mnd executive director of the
Sonith Diakode Stake Lhniversily Drnopation Compus, says wiem she adols-
es patience when lookimg bo the promise of the research park heoaded for
the Rrnkmmes orem Rnem awd voveed o [Tioh, <he romee to fhe job from the
directorship of the Ltk State Liiversity Donovation Caompus. She serves
o Hhe 15-member board of divechors of the Assoctation of Liniversity
Rerrarch Markes,

Thilay she talks with The Brookings Fegister shout jobs, ecoromic
development, and Hhe wealth that @ reserch park can bring fo 2 comm-
Mty A state.

» In simple termes, what is the Innovafion Campus?

! The Inmiovafion Camipus & referenced as a pubbe-private pariner-
ship where high-tech companies or B and D (research and developrment)
rrmianies Incata Yon srmild ha a eompany that is spminnt fom ressareh
5o they fransfer the fechmology out of te university; or you could be a
comparny that creates 2chmologies or &= mrolved) in research that wants
fo be located nght nowt door o the university. so they can partner with

other faculty and other researchers.

And i's also a place that creates hands-
omn, real-world appication envinoraments
for shudents. They =it in dass and ey
lzam theory; and then they have an
opportundty o go work for a compa-

ny that might be an engineering B
and D company in which they are able
to apply what they leamn.

&

‘ Q.“i‘r‘h:.t did you use as your modcl?

g I'm azsuming that other undversibes

‘ throughout the couniry have probably
! wrend wnmmepls simnilicn L Qais.

A ez, they have. There are sever-
&l hmmndred research parks aroumd
the Unifed States, and I belisve the
diollar armount was 521 bilion

See MCEMIGHT, oage A2



McKNiGHT: Park growth will take time

Continued from page A1

that thess ressarch parks actually contributed to the
economy of the nafion.

They are a big factor In stimulating what they call
“lmowwlzdge-based economis development.”

{J: What are we locking at for a Emsline here at
0L

A Az aressarch park, you would love to snap
your fngers and say that it would become automak-
cally successiul overright; bt it doesn't work that
way And when I say that, that's not to be viewed Ina
megative way atall

TWhat [m saying is that it takes Gme to be able to
develop a research park fo make sure that Mo 1,
we'Te doing things correctly. that when we look at the
underground miTastrociure that we are laying it out
in the groumd correctly and that the Imes, all wiilities,
data, the band widd, everything is being put i and
installed cormectly.

Az, huwr wee are going fo sirategically place the
uildings, so that a different comparnies come In, we
chuster the types of B and D they're mvolved in. 5o
youll hae chisters of enginsering, B and D, and
technology companies. You'l have chusters of bio-
companies, ... of ag research, . of soffware and
hardware development compardes.

Comparies zeem fo do better when ey are i the
midst of a chuster where symergy and inferaction and
parmership are easily attained rather than being on
one comer of the research park versus te ofher cor-
mer

{J: Where does funding for a project of this mag-
ritude ordinarily come from?

A Punding for this type of 2 project comes from
multiple resounces. ou have faderal Amding that's
availsblz, not a Lot of federal fonding; bt you have
zome, and Thave to reiterate that every littls bif helps.
And them you have dfiss and countias and states fhat
put money mie theze progecs.

Becauss we nead to rememiber, thiz iz the state of
Somth Diakofa's first research park And t canbea
maded for ofher recsearch parks that veill be aeated
aronmid the state as well.

{J: In your recent report to fhe Brookings City

Council, you indicated there were thres, what you
called, "amchor tenants.” Are thise tenants leckad info
the ressanch park™

A Tt is not official yet. Tt 5 a work in progress. We
are negotiatng with these companies night now to get
everything to ot together for them o be able o make
fhat final commitment o come nto the imnevation
CaAmelE.

Q.‘W:l.l]d it e fair bo zay that bo make a project of
fhiz magnitude work there has to be dedicated part-
nerzhip? In fhis mstance. it looks ke to make it a go
thi= has tobe a parmership imvolving S0SUL
Brookings County, the City of Brookings, and then
also private enferprse’

A Correct. Abzolately Its fhose parmers that are
critical in a research park's sucoess, because a universi-
ty cammnot create a research park and grow and deval-
op aresearch park on ks own

It fakes all of the partners sitting around the fable
making it happen And I'will zay that the (SD5U)
Growth Partnership has done a fanfastic job in get-
fing all the key players around the table; and they
serve on the board.

I'mean, fhese are business leaders that koo how
o make things happen in Brookings. It's the cify and
oounty that's willing to make the mvestment, becauss
of the indeass in employment opporiumifies and
wealth creation. We falked about job czafon. Job cre-
ahion's important fo any area, ut wealth creation iz
also important

Because, do we want bo create bots and bots of jobs
at mimdrrnm wage, or do we want fo creale high-tadh,
high-paying jobs? And that's what reseanch parks are
able b do.

(0 It sounds like for all the partners invohved,
there iz the potenfial for some very positive sconomic
impact

A.:\'I::suhih There is tremend ous economic
impact And tha¥'s tha reason why all of the parners
aroumd the table have dedided to take this Epo
adwance Brookings fo the nevd level, in the creabion of
aresaarch park Becauss they know and they've seen
madeks all aoross the United States of what happens
when you buld a undversity receanch park. what it
does to the area.

- Compiled lry John Kubal



