‘EXcliting
things

happening’
at new
tech center

B Innovation Center
groundbreaking set for
mid-October

Br Jomn Kupal
The Brockings Aegiriar

Abit more than a year cownthe road, the frst
burilding - the Innowatonm Centar — of the
Innowabion Campus on 125 wcres adjacent fo
Zuth Daketa Shate Univerzitys main campusz
will beup and operational.

Thatlwasa key plece of the news about “exidt-
img things happenirg” fthat Teresa BicEmnight,
LELY and executrre dmector of he SLUELU LErowth
Parmership and Inmovration Campaus, breught to
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INNOVATION: Proud of partnership
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a work zession of the Brockings
City Council on Tussday after-
= 0O,

T h e
‘nnovation
Center's on-
struction will
dek off with
a ground-
breaking cer-
CIOTLY in
nid-Oetober:
the buildng.
to be puiup
in tweo phas-
a5, shomld take ibout a pear
with eecupancy planned for
Octobar 2008.

With the assistanee of a rep
resenfative of Banmer Azsociates
Inc. uszing a thres-dimensional
alectronic slide-show, McEnight
shewed councilars what the

Tarecn

Mchnight

interior of the Center would
look like. Featured will be a
"hall of fame and a wall of
famz"; they will pay trivute fo
thaw whn ruf their "hlond
sweat and tears” into the
Innevation Campus project.

5he also reminded councilors
nf te imporhnee nf TRengniz-
ing the Campas as a place with
“a creation of nse-mixes,” where
SD5U, business, ndusicy and
gorarnmant come together. The
Campus iz also "3 commumity
parinership, ... a community
effort.” a public-private partmer-
chip of cifyr by STSTT and
residants.

McFnight zeroed in on how
univerzity ressarch and devel-
opment aid “Tancfar technolo-
gy.” That in turm leads b2 “tech-
nolegy commercializafion.”

She explamed, 'If I'm a
rasearchar and I have am idea

amd ... ferm a product. some-
thing thats tangible somethirg
inhand, then I spin that oot nwe
the private market either by
farming = private company or
by licensing that tedimology o
A company:

"And those companies want
to he righd next dnorto that new
research, those new ideas, those
new techrologies coming out of
the unmversity.”

Thora sompandas can in fum
“create high-tech. high-quality
jobs” that can play & key 1ole n
kzeping SD5U's "best and
hrigha=t" =shmdant: hera in
Brooking:. They will want o
raize thelr families and stay; "it
fust creates gemeration, atter

ganeration, after generation,
and we den't lose thatl”
McEnight said.
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